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both absorb moisture and preserve with their tan-
nic acid*
"The body seems to have been folded in that
strange manner due to some sort of a deske to leave
life as it was entered/' elucidated Mr. Maki as he
added that an old Japanese custom requires those
who are present at a funeral to drink a good-bye
toast to the departed before the coffin is taken
from the house to be buried or cremated. Either
sake or water is used for this purpose.
Deciding that in spite of Mr. Maki's many
services his charges would in no way be exorbi-
tant, I visited a Buddhist temple to find out how
much religious fees would be. I chose the Tokyo
Nishi Honganji, one of the Kwanto's most up-to-
date and well-known establishments. One of the
temple priests revealed that they had put things
on a business-like basis and instead of accepting
haphazard gifts, have specific charges for certain
cksses of funerals. The lowest fee is 300 yen*
Wealthy families are known to donate 10,000 yen
or more. For this fee the priests attend the
dying man, say prayers an4 conduct the funeral
service.
The funeral day is chosen by the family accord-
ing to the Buddhist calendar. ' The Buddhist
week, which is composed of six days, came origi-